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Dear Parent/Carers 

We have identified a few small problems with the system that we currently use where learners bring in 

their ingredients to cook every week. 

Firstly this can be expensive for parents who might not usually buy the ingredients that are needed. 

Secondly there is a hygiene issue with the chilling and storage of the food after cooking and during 

transport home. Thirdly it is often stressful to find ingredients at short notice when the learner has 

forgotten to mention it or when there has been a particularly busy weekend. 

From a teaching point of view there is also a pressure on the learner to produce a standard finished dish 

that they may be expected to take home that stops them from being willing to experiment or try new ideas. 

I am trying out a system in which I will buy the ingredients for the pupils to cook in school in pairs or threes. 

They will cook small quantities and will often taste or eat the food, so that it can be evaluated and 

improvements considered at the time. Having learnt the process in school and considered how to improve 

it and modify it for their specific families they can then cook it at home for you. This home cooking will not 

be compulsory but will be recommended. 

To pay for this I will be putting a small charge on Parent Pay this will be £1 per practical; in years 8, 9 and 

10. 

Pupils will cook in pairs every week and three on alternate weeks. 

This is considerably cheaper than it would be to buy the ingredients at home. Sometimes the practical 

lessons will cost less than this. I am hoping that we will be able to afford do some more expensive lessons 

as well, like jointing chickens and filleting fish but we will have to see how it goes. 

I will be collecting the money in via ParentPay which you can get to through the school website. Please 

contact Mrs Neil (clare.neil@dartmouthacademy.org.uk) for advice on how to pay online or at a Paypoint 

enabled shop using the unique barcode at the base of the ParentPay letter, please do not send cash to me. I 

am hopeful that this system will make things easier for parents and ensure all children get to cook during 

practical lessons. If we do not receive payments from parents we will need to review how we approach 

practical catering once again. 

If you cannot pay for any reason please would you contact me in absolute confidence by email or letter.        

Jenny.chanter@dartmouthacademy.org.uk 

Kind regards, 

 

Jenny Chanter 

Food and Hospitality Teacher, Dartmouth Academy 
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Reply slip 
 

Dear Ms Chanter, 
 
I have read the letter and will pay for ____________________________ (Childs Name) ingredients on Parent Pay/I 
will explain my special circumstances to you in confidence please contact me on  
 
________________________________________________________________      
   
  
Signed Parent/Carer Print name 
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