


Pure Sounds
We teach the children that each letter is a ‘sound’. This is not 
the name of the letter but the sound it makes within a word, it 
is called the grapheme. In order for the children to be able to 
blend letters together and read the word they must use pure 
sounds. For  example     c-a-t   or    g-u-l-p

You can find videos of how to say each sound here:  
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-
pronunciation-guide/

‘Special Friends’
Some sounds are made by pairs of letters. We call these 
‘special friends’; they are 2 or 3 letters which say 1 sound. For 
example   aw 
Split digraphs a-e

Sounds Chart
In the classroom we have a sounds chart on display, this shows 
most of letters which represent a grapheme (sound).
It is arranged in ‘sound boxes’ and the children use it to help 
them spell and to identify special friends they may have 
forgotten.

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/


Fred Talk
Fred is the toy frog who we use in our sounds 
lessons.
Fred can only talk in pure sounds. When we read 
words in ‘Fred talk’ we can have to say each sound 
we read.

f-i-sh

Blending
Once we have read each sound we can blend them 
together to say the word.
f-i-sh
fish

We then move on to ‘fred in your head’ once the 
children are more confident or able at blending.



Naughty Letters (Grotty Graphemes)
Some of the letters we read do not always make the sound 
the children have been taught. These are called grotty 
graphemes in Read Write Inc but in class we call them 
naughty letters. 

Words containing naughty letters are referred to as red 
words and appear on red card in the Read Write Inc
resources.

These may be words where some sounds say their ‘name’ 
such as me. Where the E is saying it’s name rather than 
‘eh’.

The children learn to recognise the red words and can 
deduce others when they try to blend them such as said.

These are sent home as spellings and displayed in the 
classroom.



Speed sounds lesson



Phonics Screening
The phonics screening check is carried out on all children in Year 1 in England.
Beginning the week starting 12th June each child will individually take the check with
Miss Seabrook.
The children have done 3 practice screenings and know them as alien quizzes. They 
are not referred to as tests and are not supposed to be stressful for the children.

The data will be reported to the local authority and parents in July.

This website has some useful FAQs:
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/the-year-1-
phonics-screening-check/
Read, Write, inc. books

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/the-year-1-phonics-screening-check/


Practising at Home

Interactive computer games on Phonics Play
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Using the speed sounds chart to remind the children of the special 
friends or look up digraphs when reading.

Making up your own alien words, use the sounds chart to check for 
digraphs or check the alien word list.

Games sent home from school.

Make your own games! 
Most are based on Bingo where the ‘sound’ is matched to words 
containing it and Trash or Treasure where the children sort real or 
‘human’ words from ‘alien’ words.

Reading books, reminding the children to look for special friends.

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Thank You


